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The Minturn Saloon
Minturn, Colorado

The thing that sets it apart from
other creaky Old West ski bars is the
price of entry: On any winter day,
everyone drinking with you in this
temple to Vail's ski history has skied
the Minturn Mile—a mellow back-
country run out the gate from Vail's
Lost Boy—to get there. Order the
charbroiled quail with enchiladas.
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BLs one thing. it's

WE'LLKEEP THAT IN MIND
For this month's Guide to great Outside bars (“Watering Holes” page 75), we asked a few
trusted sources for recommendations, Alpinist Fred Backey, 57 5L .‘.,gmtﬁﬁ the Little Nell, in
Aspen (which finished runner-up to the Minturmn Saloon as best Colorado ski bar), along w

this plece of advice; *The worst bars are in mountain villages with mega-notels, like the
Westin, the Marriott, Banff Springs, Lake Louise. Mobody there has any touch with reality or
the aipine,. The Chateau Lake Louise was once maype the greatest mountain resort on the
continent. Swiss guides operated from there, and the ambience must have been great (Dest
rnountalnview frorm any hotel in Morth America). Now it's probably a good place to pick up
a high-maintenance lady.’

Photograph by Blake Gordon

I FENRAEAT R

Lt Iu*u- l_u

Brelas -1r||.i rr—hu—l



